
HEAD CONSTABLE, DAUGHTER CRUSHED TO DEATH BY CONTAINER 
Belagavi: A police head constable and his daughter were killed after a speeding 
container truck rammed their two-wheeler near a speed breaker at Tavandi Ghat 
on the Pune–Bengaluru National Highway near Nippani on Tuesday evening. The 
deceased were identified as Pundalik R. Hatti (52), a head constable serving at 
the Nippani Town Police Station, and his daughter Nikita Pundalik Hatti (24). The 
family was residing in the police quarters in Nippani. According to reports, Hatti, a 
native of Ulagaddi Khanapur village in Hukkeri taluk, had taken his daughter to 

their native place on a motorcycle. The accident occurred around 6:30 pm on October 14 when they were 
returning to Nippani. As they approached a speed breaker on the highway at Tavandi Ghat, a container truck 
approaching from behind rammed their motorcycle with great force. The impact threw the father and daughter 
onto the road, and both were crushed under the container’s wheels, killing them on the spot. ENS
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Cabinet rejects 
clemency pleas 
of Shubha, lover
Both were sentenced to life imprisonment 
for 2003 murder of Shubha’s fiance Girish 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka Cabinet on 
Thursday rejected the clemen-
cy pleas of  Shubha Shankara-
narayana and D Arun Verma, 
who were sentenced to life im-
prisonment for the 2003 murder 
of  B V Girish, Shubha’s 
fiance. 

The State Government will 
recommend to the Governor 
that their mercy petitions be 
rejected, Karnataka Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge told re-
porters in Bengaluru after the 
Cabinet meeting.

Girish, 27, a software profes-
sional, was murdered on De-
cember 3, 2003, at a aircraft 
viewing point on Intermediate 
Ring Road in Bengaluru. Shub-
ha and Arun, along with their 
associates Venkatesh and Di-
nesh, were accused of  conspir-
ing to kill Girish, whose mar-
riage to Shubha had been 
arranged, so that she could 
marry Arun, with whom she 
w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  i n  a 
relationship.

Girish had taken Shubha out 
for dinner that night and later 
drove her to a vantage point to 
watch aircraft movements near 
HAL airport. While they were 
there, Girish was attacked with 
a motorcycle shock absorber 
and suffered serious head inju-
ries. He died at a private hospi-
tal the following day.

The investigation by the then 
Viveknagar police led to the ar-
rest of  the four accused. In 2010, 
the trial court convicted them 
and sentenced them to life im-
prisonment. The HC upheld the 
convictions, and the Supreme 
Court affirmed the life sentenc-
es in July 2025.

Following the apex court ver-
dict, Shubha and Arun ap-
proached the Governor seeking 
clemency. The Cabinet dis-
cussed their petitions on Thurs-
day before deciding against rec-
ommending a pardon.

The decision marks a fresh 
development in the nearly 
23-year-old case, with the State 
Government set to convey its 
recommendation  to  the 
Governor.

Truck splits in two after 
ramming highway bridge 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi 

A speeding truck split into two 
after crashing into the embank-
ment of  a bridge on the new 
Khanapur-Belagavi highway 
near the old Kupatgiri road on 
Wednesday. The driver escaped 
with minor injuries, averting a 
major tragedy.

The impact was so severe 
that the front portion of  the 
truck, including the engine, 
separated from the rear section 
carrying bundles of  paper. The 

paper bundles were scattered 
across the highway for nearly 
400 to 500 metres, highlighting 
the intensity of  the crash.

According to preliminary in-
formation, the truck was trans-
porting bundles of  paper from 
a paper mill in Dandeli to Del-
hi. The accident reportedly oc-
curred when the vehicle was 
passing over the bridge. The 
driver is suspected to have 
dozed off  at the wheel, causing 
him to lose control of  the vehi-
cle before it rammed into the 
side of  the bridge.

BJP won’t concede Nagathan seat to  
JDS in assembly poll, says Jigajinagi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayapura 

BJP MP Ramesh Jigajinagi has 
ruled out ceding the Nagathan 
reserved Assembly constitu-
ency to the JD(S) for the 2028 
Assembly elections, asserting 
that the party would prioritise 
strengthening its position 
across all eight constituencies 
in Vijayapura district.

Speaking to reporters on 
Thursday, he questioned the 
JD(S)’s demand for four to five 
of  the district’s eight Assembly 
seats under the existing alli-
ance arrangement. “If  the 
JD(S) claims so many seats, 
what are BJP workers supposed 
to do?” he asked.

He said the continuation of  
the BJP-JD(S) alliance until the 
next Assembly elections re-
mained uncertain and that the 

party leadership would take 
the final decision. Expressing 
doubts over the JD(S)’s support 
among minority communities, 
he said he was no longer confi-
dent that the community would 
vote for the party.

Asked about his possible en-
try into State politics by con-
testing from Nagathan, Jigaji-
nagi said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the party 

leadership would decide. He 
would contest if  directed by the 
leadership, he added.

He said the BJP would work 
collectively to ensure victory in 
all eight Assembly constituen-
cies, including Vijayapura City, 
and focus on winning a major-
ity of  seats in the Zilla and 
Taluk Panchayat elections. 
Criticising the State Govern-
ment, he alleged that develop-
ment had stalled and no major 
new projects had been taken 
up.

Responding to former MLA 
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal’s re-
ported condition for returning 
to the BJP that tickets be given 
to candidates he recommends, 
Jigajinagi said Yatnal had been 
expelled from the party and dis-
missed the demand, question-
ing why the BJP should accom-
modate his nominees.

MP Ramesh Jigajinagi

The truck after it  crashed on the new Khanapur-Belagavi highway in Khanapur taluk
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The Hassan district administration has taken serious note of a large collection of voter ID cards, Aadhaars, 
PAN cards and driving licences found abandoned near Srigandha Lodge on the Bengaluru–Mangaluru 
National Highway in Sakleshpur town. Following the directions of Deputy Commissioner K S Latha Kumari, 
Sakleshpur assistant commissioner Hullumani Thimmanna ordered an investigation into the incident
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Moblie No. 96461-55525
E-Tender Enq. No.7822/P-3/EMP-13457 dated: 14.10.2026
Dy.Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3), GGSSTP, Roopnagar 
invites E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_177480_1 for Procurement of  
empty oxygen gas cylinders for GGSSTP Rupnagar. For detailed NIT &  
Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
14.10.2026 / 05:00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

1269/RTP-101/26/15/10/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/16229

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission  / Opening, viewing and 
downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tntenders.
gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification  
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

225 CE / Coal
Time chartering of one Panamax / Kamsarmax 
gearless vessel

DIPR/3156/Tender/2026
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NELSON MANDELA


